Camping and RV’ing

Best Practices Mission
DRAFT ITIENRARY 

Central Ontario – Bruce Peninsula Region
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April 11th to 15th, 2011
Contacts: 

Alexandra Anderson, Camping in Ontario 

Ground transportation:

Niagara Airbus - $4,420 + tax

(plus drivers accommodations)

24-seater bus
Facilitator: 

John Bingeman – 

will be a part of our group for the duration of the mission – she will facilitate throughout the week and will lead discussions tailoring lessons learned to the group’s situations, challenges, etc.
Day 1 Monday, April 11th

12:30 p.m.:
Arrive in Toronto Pearson International Airport



(1 hour to get bags and get ready to board bus)


Gather outside at the Tim Horton’s outside of the domestic area arrivals



Meet bus at Terminal 1 (Air Canada’s Terminal not WestJet that’s T3), ground 


transportation desk on the Ground Transportation level Area “R” at 1:00 and ask 


for the 
Niagara Airbus Charter 
1:15 p.m.: 
Leave for Sherkston Shores, Niagara (around 1 hour and 53 min. travel time)
Sherkston Shores Resort is a premier family beach resort located in the Niagara Peninsula on the beautiful shores of Lake Erie.


(Meet and greet on the drive to the campground – John to facilitate)

3:15 p.m.:
Presentation at Sherkston Shores

5:00 p.m.:
Site tour of the grounds

6:00 p.m.:
Head to hotel, check into the Crowne Plaza, Fallsview Rooms



Rate: $119.95 + tax



(Bus driver does not need hotel room)

7:30 p.m.:
Group dinner 

Day 2 Tuesday, April 12th
8:00 a.m.:
Breakfast on your own and check out

8:30 a.m.:
Depart for Niagara Falls (on the way to Green Acre Park)


8:45 a.m.:
Niagara Falls visit

9:30 a.m.:
Continue en route to Green Acre Park, North Waterloo (about one hour and 58 min left of transit time)
Located in North Waterloo, Green Acre Park is minutes from the village of St. Jacobs and Farmers’ Markets. Green Acre Park prides itself in its landscaped flower beds and open green areas for walking and recreation. A great deal of effort is put forth in maintaining a clean and quiet recreational park. http://www.greenacrepark.com/ 
11:30 a.m.: 
Working lunch at Green Acre Park – meet with owners

1:00 p.m.:
Site tour of Green Acre Park 

2:00 p.m.:
Depart for Fisherman’s Cove Campground (about a two hour and 17 min. drive)

(13 Southline Avenue, R.R. #4, Kincardine, Ontario, Canada N2Z 2X5))
Features: Won Ontario campground of the Year (large) for 2010. Large number of amenities, offer a variety of sleeping arrangements, E.g. Camping, cabins etc. 

http://www.fishermanscove.com/ 

4:15 p.m.:
Check into hotel in Kincardine – Holiday Inn Express



Rate: $129/night incl. continental breakfast



Free time

6:30 p.m.:
Group dinner 
Day 3 Wednesday, April 13th  


7:30 a.m.:
Continental breakfast and check out of hotel

8:00 a.m.:
Depart for Fisherman’s Cove Campground 

(13 Southline Avenue, R.R. #4, Kincardine, Ontario, Canada N2Z 2X5))
Features: Won Ontario campground of the Year (large) for 2010. Large number of amenities, offer a variety of sleeping arrangements, E.g. Camping, cabins etc. 

http://www.fishermanscove.com/ 

8:15 a.m.:
Presentation: 

· How to keep on top of trends and setting the bar for success in the camping/RVing industry



Presenter:
Wilda MacArthur, Owner of Fisherman’s Cove

10:00 p.m.:
Site tour
· Identifying facilities, products and amenities which will enhance the visitor experience
11:30 p.m.:
Lunch 
12:30 p.m.:
Depart for MacGregor Point Provincial Park (about a one hour drive)

Rated one of the most popular campgrounds in Ontario. MacGregor Point has a total of 360 campsites located in three campgrounds. The campsites are well separated and private. All sites are treed, private with beautiful scenery. Several campsites are designed for use by persons with disabilities. Also offers winter camping for shoulder season growth. 
MacGregor Point is a great park to learn from, offering a great experience in terms of park setting and the numerous business opportunities they offer i.e. yurts, off season camping, store operations, etc. 

1:30 p.m.:
Presentation and site visit

· Examine best practices on overcoming common issues with campground facilities (pets, washrooms, dumping stations, etc.)
· Learn about the niche “wilderness” camping and what returns this sector offers
· Packaging outdoor activities with campground offering
· Learn the importance of constantly upgrading park infrastructure to ensure that the facilities remain attractive, functional, and reflect high industry standards
Presenter:
Campground operator at MacGregor Point Provincial Park


Presentation: 
 

· Ontario Parks camping policies and what they do to ensure that the park keeps attracting visitors year after year



Presenter: 
Ontario Parks representative
Ontario Parks manages over 9 million hectares of land and thousands of campsites. The Ontario Parks system is often used as the model for other parks systems in North America. This can be attributed to its delicate balance of recreation, preservation, and conservation.

4:30 p.m.:
Depart for Owen Sound hotel near Carson’s Campground (about 1 hour drive)

5:30 p.m.:
Check in Owen Sounds-  Best Western Inn on the Bay 



Rate: $122 per night

7:00 p.m.:
Dinner

Day 4 Thursday, April 14th


7:30 a.m.:
Breakfast and check out

8:00 a.m.:
Depart for Carson’s Campground 


(110 Southampton Parkway, Sauble Beach, ON N0H 2G0)

Features: Second generation owned campground. Over 700 fully serviced campsites, cottages available and “tent camping experience”. Have weekly themes throughout the peak summer months

8:15 a.m.:
Arrive at Carson’s Campground
Presentation: 


· Identify facilities, products, and amenities which will enhance the visitor experience, such as entertainment options and innovative kids programming
· Weekly themes during peak summer months – innovative ideas to increase visitation

Presenter: 
Lisa Gow, Owner of Carson’s Campground
9:30 a.m.:
Site tour of property

10:30 a.m.:
Depart for Bruce Peninsula National Park (about a one hour and 28 min. drive) 

Bruce Peninsula National Park offers superb semi-wilderness camping, in ideal locations to base your park adventure. Three different camping experiences are available in the park:

· Drive-in sites at the Cyprus Lake Campground. 

· Group Camping at Cyprus Lake. 

· Backcountry camping along the Bruce Trail at Stormhaven or High Dump.

12:00 p.m.:
Arrive at Bruce Peninsula National Park – working lunch 



Presentation from Parks Canada: 



1. Bruce Peninsula Park:



Learn how to capitalize on the increasing demand for camping and RVing and how to target the growing markets, ex. Baby boomers and families interested in nature-based recreational activities



2: Georgian Bay Islands National Park

· Parks Canada “pilot” projects addressing the issue of alternate styles of camping – all inclusive for more ease
· Staying ahead of the trends.. “All inclusive camping packages”

· Shoulder season product - winter camping challenges and success

Presenter:
Parks Canada representative 

The All-Inclusive Camping experience is offered in the fall at the Oaks campground at Georgian Bay Islands National Park and provides all equipment. Activities are included in the cost, from pick up in Honey Harbour and pre-assembled luxury tents to guided hikes, canoeing and campfires. 
This offering was designed for those who would like to discover – or rediscover – camping in a National Park setting without having to acquire and assemble all the necessary equipment.

2:00 p.m.:
Site tour of Bruce Peninsula National Park

3:00 p.m.:
Depart half way to TO (about two hours)

5:00 p.m.:
Arrive and check in Collingwood- Days Inn & Suites



Rate: $109.95

7:00 p.m.:
Group dinner (would someone from Cedar Beach be interested in coming to meet us for dinner?)

Day 5 Friday, April 15th  

7:30 a.m.:
Breakfast on your own 

8:30 a.m.:
Group debrief on bus back to Toronto (about a two hour drive)

12:30 p.m.:
Participants fly back to Atlantic Canada

(booked flights anytime after 1:30 p.m.)

